Diverse, But Not Divided
Hymn text by Frederick W. Harrison, paraphrasing 1 Cor. 1:1-17.
Hymn Tune: Aurelia (The Church’s One Foundation)

7.6.7.6 D

Diverse, but not divided,
The church on earth must be,
Reflecting her Creator,

The Holy Trinity.

All races, tongues, and cultures,
Through Spirit sanctified,
Become one voice in witness

Of Christ the Crucified.
Grace given in Christ Jesus, 

Enriching every way,

In speaking and in knowledge,

Confirmed in us each day. 

No lack of Spirit gifting

Or strength to reach the end – 

That day of revelation 

Of Christ, our Lord and friend.

Agree with one another;
May you be of one mind

United by the Spirit – 

A light for human kind.

No more this talk of quarrels,

Vain boasts, or praise of men!

None has a claim on Jesus

But rather, He on them.

Words not of human wisdom,
But gospel truth be told,
With courage and conviction,  

Proclaimed in witness bold.

Let not the Cross diminish

Nor emptied of its power;
God’s sacrifice sufficient

For this, and every hour.

Words composed May 2012 for Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2014.
1CO 1:1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes,

    1CO 1:2 To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be holy, together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ--their Lord and ours:

    1CO 1:3 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

    1CO 1:4 I always thank God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. 5 For in him you have been enriched in every way--in all your speaking and in all your knowledge-- 6 because our testimony about Christ was confirmed in you. 7 Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. 8 He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God, who has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.

    1CO 1:10 I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another so that there may be no divisions among you and that you may be perfectly united in mind and thought. 11 My brothers, some from Chloe's household have informed me that there are quarrels among you. 12 What I mean is this: One of you says, "I follow Paul"; another, "I follow Apollos"; another, "I follow Cephas"; still another, "I follow Christ."

    1CO 1:13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized into the name of Paul? 14 I am thankful that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so no one can say that you were baptized into my name. 16 (Yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I don't remember if I baptized anyone else.) 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel--not with words of human wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.

